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Youthful look
at good reads

Hannah McRae Young offers her

compliation of some favorites for

the young and not s0 young.
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ORETINE KROUAL

New exhibit illuminates often-overlooked street newspaper hawkers

Eye on ‘Papermen

BY KEN KEUFFEL
Winston-Salem Journal

hen Christine Kirouac, a
Canadian artist, moved
here in 2008, she felt a

need to attach herself more
deeply to her new home.

“I was trying to figure out
what my place is here,” she
said, *I was searching for some
way to belong.”

One way she did that was by
driving around the city. Each
time she did, she kept coming
across men who were selling
copies of the Winston-Salem
Journal on medians and street
comers.

Could these people give her
the sense of community that
she was craving? And if a con-
nection could be made, could
she channel that through her arnt
in ways that revealed sides of
the newspaper hawkers that
motorists seldom see?

Kirouac describes herself as
tenacious and having an ability
to open up to strangers, Before
lt&r:s. she was pulling over, in-
troducing herself and striking
up conversations with "these
predominantly African-Amer-
ican guys who are not connect-
ed to me in any way, shape or
form.” She also started photo-
graphing the hawkers for an
exhibition called "Papermen:
Images of Christine Kirouac,”
which will open tonight at the
Delta Arts Center.

Kenny-Ray Parks, one of the
hawkers photographed by Ki-
rouac, recalls her bringing “so
much energy when she ap-
proached.”

“She seemed enthused about
it = which made me enthused,”
Parks said. "1 think everybody
liked her approach ... . She got
everybody at a certain level. 1
admire her.”

Dianne Caesar is the exec-

AT

utive director of Delta Fine Arts
Inc., which is presenting “Pa-
permen.” Caesar pointed out
that we look at the hawkers all
the time,

“But we don't really see
them,” she said. “With this pro-
cess of what Christine has done,
it gives (us) a new view of
them.”

Just what that view is will vary

from viewer to viewer. But Ki-

rouac clearly believes that her
images will Hluminate some
larger truths,

“We can find great beaut
and dignity and appm;nch:xgllily
and vulnerability and humanity
in the most unexpected places
— if you allow that moment to
happen.” Kirouac said. “These
guys not only tie the city togeth-
er geographically, they're also a
reminder to connect with an-

other human bclnﬁ onceina
while, especially when people
use so much technology.”

Caesar said she hopes that
viewers will “find art and beauty
in the ordinary.”

“These men are part of our
communities,” she said, “They
give us a service. To consider
the beauty of what they do is
something we don't ordinarily
do.”

QUVID ROUTT/IOURNAL

Christine Kirouvac photographed newspaper hawkers for an exhibition showing through June 30 at the Delta Arts Center. “These guys not
only tle the city together geographically, they're also a reminder to connect with another human being onca In a while,” Kirouac says.

Kirouac stressed that she is
not a photographer per se, that
she is just as apt to work with
video or paint in her work.

“I respond to whatever the
project is and then I try to think
of what Is the best way to bring
this to life,” she said. "Photos
seemed to be something that
was speaking to me. 1 had a

‘PAPERMEN', Page D3
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